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CURRENT LANGUAGE PROPOSED  LANGUAGE  RATIONALE 

ARTICLE II. Membership 

Section 2. Qualifications 

a. Any individual is qualified for 

membership if he or she has been granted a 

license to practice as a registered nurse in  

at least one state or territory of the United 

States, does not have a license under 

suspension or revocation in any state,  

and is otherwise entitled by law to practice.  

a. Any individual is qualified for 

membership if he or she has been granted 

a license to practice as a registered nurse 

or licensed practical nurse in at least one 

state or territory of the United States, does 

not have a license under suspension or 

revocation in any state, and is otherwise 

entitled by law to practice. 

Alignment with approved ANA Bylaws 

changes adopted 6/28/26 to be 

implemented 1/1/27. 

Section 2. Qualifications 

b. A registered nurse who has surrendered a 

license to practice or a nurse who has retired 

and/or no longer chooses to practice, but 

whose license was in good standing with 

his/her licensing board at the time the nurse 

made the decision not to maintain an active 

license, is qualified for membership, 

provided, however, that a nurse who has 

surrendered his or her license while under 

investigation by a state or territorial 

licensing authority or to resolve charges 

brought by a state or territorial licensing 

authority shall not be qualified for 

b. A registered nurse or licensed practical 

nurse who has surrendered a license to 

practice or a nurse who has retired and/or 

no longer chooses to practice, but whose 

license was in good standing with his/her 

licensing board at the time the nurse made 

the decision not to maintain an active 

license, is qualified for membership, 

provided, however, that a nurse who has 

surrendered his or her license while under 

investigation by a state or territorial 

licensing authority or to resolve charges 

brought by a state or territorial licensing 

authority shall not be qualified for 

Alignment with approved ANA Bylaws 

changes adopted 6/28/26 to be 

implemented 1/1/27. 
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membership unless his or her license has 

been restored.  

 

membership unless his or her license has 

been restored.  
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