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Governing Assembly Business Meeting
October 11, 2025

Agenda Item

Discussion

Motion/Action/Resolution

Opening & Welcome

President Connie Perkins provided the opening
remarks and asked for all active service members and
veterans to stand to be recognized and lead the
membership in the Pledge of Allegiance. Conference
speaker, Janine Stange, led the membership in the
singing of our national anthem. The New York City
Nurses Honor Guard led the Nightingale Tribute
ceremony and recognized our nurse colleagues who
we have lost in the past year.

Introductions

President Perkins introduced the 2025 ANA-NY
Board of Directors and office team.

Call to Order

President Perkins called the Governing
Assembly Business Meeting to order at
12:18 pm on Saturday, October 11, 2025.

Procedural Matters

President Perkins recognized Secretary Kimberly
Velez who addressed the procedural matters,
including the availability of the Annual Meeting
Book of Reports on the Members Only section of the

ANA-NY website and in the conference app, as well
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as the procedure for addressing the membership
including Point of Order or Question and Motion or
Discussion.

Establishment of a Quorum

Secretary Velez read the requirements for the
establishment of a quorum at the Governing
Assembly, which includes at least five members of
the Board, one of whom shall be the President or
Vice-President, and at least 25 members present at
the meeting.

Declaration of Quorum

Board of Directors

Present: Connie Perkins (President); Tanya Drake
(Vice President); Elisa Mancuso (Treasurer);
Kimberly Velez (Secretary); Giselle Gerardi
(Director); Seon Lewis-Holman (Director); Kerlene
Richards (Director); Alison Simpson (Director)
Absent: Theodora Levine (Director)

Membership
Signed attendance indicated that more than 50

members were present.

President Perkins declared a quorum
present.

Acceptance of Business
Meeting Agenda

President Perkins stated that the Governing
Assembly Business Meeting agenda was provided in
the conference app, as well as, on the Members Only
section of the ANA-NY website prior to the meeting.

Motion was made and seconded to
accept the Governing Assembly
Business Meeting agenda as written by
Sarah Kaplan and Donna Crockett.
Motion carried unanimously.

Acceptance of Standing
Rules

President Perkins stated that the Standing Rules of
Conduct were provided in the conference app, as well
as, on the Members Only section of the ANA-NY
website prior to the meeting.

Motion was made and seconded to
accept the Standing Rules of Conduct
as written by Grace Paone and Verlia
Brown.Motion carried unanimously.

Special Guests
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New York State Education
Department (NYSED)

President Perkins welcomed Renee Gecsedi,
Associate in Nursing Education from NYSED. Ms.
Gecsedi gave a brief update on how the state is
handling workplace violence, IV therapy, Al in
Healthcare, and the amended Social Services Law for
the Mandated Identification and Reporting of Child
Abuse and Maltreatment/Neglect coursework. She
stated that as of July 1, 2025, there were just under 65,
200 newly Registered Nurses; 465, 341 Registered
Professional Nurses; 500 Certified Nurse Specialists;
and over 47,000 Nurse Practitioners in NY. She also
stated that the Office of Professions is working on
how to implement the BS in 10 Law and that there
might be some regulatory recommendations starting
in 2026.

Foundation of NYS Nurses,
Nurses House, and the NYS
Action Coalition (NYSAC)

President Perkins welcomed Executive Director, Deb
Elliott, from the Center for Nursing at the
Foundation of New York State Nurses (CFN) and
Nurses House, and co-lead for the New York State
Action Coalition (NYSAC). Ms. Elliott mentioned
that the Center for Nursing recently held their 50th
Anniversary Nightingale Gala.

Nurses House celebrated their 100™ anniversary last
year and their annual fundraising walk at the ANA-
NY conference this year was in memory of Linda
O’Brien.

The Future of Nursing: Campaign for Action,
launched in 2010 by the AARP Foundation, AARP,
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and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF)
was sunset on May 31, 2025. As a result, NYSAC is
currently on hiatus, and all the state-based Action
Coalitions across the county are joining the National
Forum of State Nursing Workforce Centers.

New York Organization for
Nursing Leadership
(NYONL)

President Perkins welcomed Treasurer, Christine
Mahoney, from the New York Organization for
Nursing Leadership (NYONL). Ms. Mahoney
informed the members that Robert Church is their
new President, and that they have over 670 members.
She talked about the 3 pillars of their strategic plan,
advocacy activities, and upcoming events.

Reports

President Perkins recognized Vice President Tanya
Drake.

Vice President Drake called on
President Perkins to provide her
President’s report.

President’s Report

President Perkins informed the members that her
detailed report was available in the Book of Reports
on the Members Only section of the website and in
the conference app. She stated that she is settling
into her new role and has enjoyed getting to know
the ANA-NY Board members and spending time with
and learning from our members. She talked about
our Lobby Day in April; attending ANA Membership
Assembly and Hill Day in Washington D.C.; and the
newly formed Young Professionals Special Interest
Group.

Vice President Drake returned the
chair to President Perkins.

Secretary’s Report

President Perkins called on Secretary Kimberly Velez
to provide her report. Secretary Velez thanked this
year's conference sponsors: Nurses Service
Organization, Army ROTC, Clinical Staffing
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Resources, lona University, Medtronic, Bull Moose
Club, Mercy University, University at Albany College
of Integrated Health Sciences, Westchester Medical
Center Health Network, and The Morel Company.
She informed the members that her detailed report
is in the Annual Book of Reports in the conference
app and on the Members Only section of the website.
She stated that the Board of Directors met monthly
to review the financials, receive updates on
committee work, and conduct the business of the
association. She highlighted a few of the Boards
actions this year, which include hiring a new full-
time Marketing Strategy Associate from Lawton
Social, Maria Dobkowski; launching the ANA-NY
app; formation of the Young Professionals Special
Interest Group (SIG); sponsoring Celia McIntosh to
attend the American Nurses Advocacy Institute
2025-2026 session; and the continued publication of
JANANY along with the new Editor-in-Chief,
Amanda Brown.

Acceptance of 2024
Governing Assembly
Minutes

Secretary Velez stated that the 2024 Governing
Assembly minutes were posted on the Members
Only section of the website prior to the meeting and
are in the conference app.

Motion was made and seconded to
accept the 2024 Governing Assembly
minutes as written by Ann Tahaney
and Gwen Anderson. Motion carried
unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report

President Perkins called on Treasurer Elisa Mancuso
to provide her report. Treasurer Mancuso stated that
the Treasurer’'s Report was posted in the Annual
Book of Reports on the Members Only section of the
website prior to the meeting and in the conference

The 2026 budget will be prepared in
November and submitted to the Board
of Directors for approval in December
2025.
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app. She stated that her report represents the income
and expenses from January - August 2025 and that
both the income and expenses were consistent with
those from 2024. Investment income reflects modest
gains of .74% throughout 2024. She reported that the
Finance Committee met virtually in 2025 to review
the Profit and Loss statements and the Investment
portfolio. Merrill Lynch presented current standings
and recommendations to the Finance Committee
and Board of Directors in the Fall of 2024, where the
recommendation was to maintain our investments in
a moderately aggressive diverse portfolio, which has
been a fruitful recommendation.

Executive Director’s Report

President Perkins called on Executive Director,
Jeanine Santelli to give her report. Executive Director
Santelli stated that her detailed report is available in
the Annual Book of Reports in the conference app
and on the Members Only section of the website. She
highlighted some of the goals that we have achieved
based on the 2024-2027 Strategic Plan, which include
increasing the visibility of ANA-NY to where we now
have over 9,200 members (13 years ago there were
only 39 founding members); providing a variety of
member benefits, including the professional
coaching sessions by Phyllis Quinlan; creation of the
ANA-NY online store; approval of two ANA-NY
white papers, which are available on our website; and
continuing to grow our speakers bureau database.
She also thanked Dr. Edmund Pajarillo, founding
Editor-in-Chief of JANANY, without whom we would
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not have a journal and who donated several years of
his time.

Verlia Brown thanked Executive
Director Santelli for all of her hard
work and support and for elevating the
association.

Committee Reports

Full committee reports were posted in the Annual
Book of Reports on the Members Only section of the
website prior to the meeting and in the conference

app.

Standing Committees:

Audit

Bylaws

Finance

Legislation

Nominations & Elections

Other Committees:
e Awards
e Program
e Nursing Education

Audit Committee Report

Chair Beverly Karas-Irwin reported that the
committee selected an independent CPA auditor to
conduct the annual financial review, for which they
received a clean review letter, and submitted the
annual 9go tax form on time. She informed the
members that 77% of our income goes to
programming and 23% goes to operations.

Bylaws Committee Report

Chair Ann Tahaney reported that the committee did
not receive any Bylaws amendments this year.
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Legislation Committee Chair Sarah Miner reported that the committee met
Report monthly to review new bills as they were proposed,

and that Lobbyist, Amy Kellogg, already described
the committee's actions for 2025 during her Albany
411 presentation.

Nominations & Elections
Committee Report

Chair Nadia Joseph reported that elections were
conducted through Association Voting again this
year and was pleased to announce that 398 members
voted, which was a 4.4% turnout. She announced the
vote counts for each candidate and encouraged
members to make sure their voices are heard at next
year’s elections.

Vote Counts:

Vice President and ANA Membership Assembly
Alternate to the President:

Giselle Gerardi - 207
Darcy Bromley - 98
Matthew Hickling - 88
Abstain - 5

Secretary:

Kimberly Velez - 389
Abstain - 9

Director-at-Large:

President Perkins declared the report
accurate and the election valid. She
thanked everyone who volunteered to
run for office and everyone who voted
and encouraged those who did not get
elected this year to run for office again
next year.
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Gwen Anderson - 220

Seon Lewis-Holman - 192
Lauren Lodico - 186

Delaney Sanders - 168

Phyllis Yezzo - 157

Ann Tahaney - 99

Grace Crockett (write-in) - 1
Kelli Baron-Cadiz (write-in) - 1
Melody Cubas (write-in) - 1
Abstain -3

Nominations & Elections Committee Member:

Karine Austin - 203
Beverly Karas-Irwin - 153
Emily Tricarico — 148
Verlia Brown - 143
Michelle Edwards - 100
Melody Cubas (write-in) - 1
Abstain - 5

Membership Assembly Representatives and

Alternates:

Anna George - 316

Giselle Gerardi - 275

Kimberly Velez - 265
Christina Bierling-Norris - 254
Elisa Mancuso - 242

Beverly Karas-Irwin - 240
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Verlia Brown - 235

Ann Tahaney - 180

Melody Cubas (write-in) - 1
Rochelle P. Herring (write-in) - 1
Abstain - 8

Election Results:

Vice President and ANA Membership Assembly
Alternate to the President: Giselle Gerardi

Secretary: Kimberly Velez

Directors-at-Large: Gwen Anderson, Seon Lewis-
Holman and Lauren Lodico

Nominations and Elections Committee
Members: Karine Austin (chair-elect), and Beverly
Karas-Irwin

Membership Assembly Representatives: Anna
George, Giselle Gerardi, Kimberly Velez, Christina
Bierling-Norris, Elisa Mancuso, and Beverly Karas-
[rwin

Membership Assembly Alternates: Verlia Brown,
Ann Tahaney, Melody Cubas, and Rochelle P.
Herring

New Business
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Motion

Karen Ballard inquired about the motion that she
proposed at last year’s Governing Assembly, which
was to give the ANA-NY Hall of Fame Award to all
the American Academy of Nursing’s Living Legends
and all the ANA Hall of Fame recipients, who are
ANA-NY members, since 2012.

Executive Director Santelli informed
Ms. Ballard that the motion was
brought to the Board of Directors who
voted against circumventing the
current awards process.

Closing

President’s Remarks,
President’s Awards,
Recognition of Outgoing
Board Members, and
Recognition of
Organizational Affiliates

President Perkins thanked and recognized outgoing
Vice President, Tanya Drake, for her service to the
organization over the past 8 years, and outgoing
directors, Giselle Gerardi (who will now be serving as
our Vice President) and Theodora Levine (in
abstentia), for their service to the organization over
the past 4 and 2 years respectively and provided each
of them with a certificate of appreciation. She
recognized ANA-NY's Organizational Affiliates and
presented each of them with a certificate.
Organizational Affiliates include PNASC, Chi
Gamma Chapter Sigma, PNAWNY, GVNA,
PNASCNY, MVNA, NACLI, PNARC, NNYPNO,
NYSANA, PNADP, NYSASN, PNANY, GNYCBNA,
NYLN, CDNRA, NYS Council of Perioperative
Registered Nurses, Oncology Nursing Society NYC
Chapter, Haitian American Nurses Association of
Hudson Valley (HANA), and the Indian Nurses
Association of New York (INANY).

President Perkins presented the 2025 ANA-NY
President’s Awards to Josephine Agyei and gave her
outgoing President’s remarks.
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Swearing in of New Officers

President Perkins administered the oath of office to
the newly elected officers.

Adjournment

President Perkins called for a motion to adjourn the
2025 Governing Assembly Business Meeting.

Motion was made and seconded to
adjourn the meeting by Tanya Drake
and Ann Tahaney. Motion carried
unanimously.  President  Perkins
adjourned the meeting at 1:16 pm on
Saturday, October 11, 2025.

Respectfully Submitted by,

Kennedee Blanchard, Member Engagement Associate




